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NEW  ZEALAND  BUTTER  MD  CHEESE 
PRICES  HIGHER  IN  L0I\1D0N 

At  the  end  of  June,  the  ex-store  price  of  New  Zealand  butter  rose  to 
26.9  cents  per  pound  on  the  London  Provisional  Exchange.    It  had  been  at 
25.75  cents  per  pound  since  last  April. 

Ex-store  prices  of  New  Zealand  cheese  gradually  increased  in  June, 
and  Finest  New  Zealand  White  was  q.uoted  at  about  22.5  cents  per  pound  in 
early  July. 

The  New  Zealand  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Commission  reports  that  a 
strong  demand  for  New  Zealand  butter  followed  the  termination  of  the  London 
dock  worker* s  strike.    During  the  strike,  however,  sales  of  New  Zealand 
butter  were  maintained  through  deliveries  to  other  British  ports,  and  the 
June  price  increase  is  probably  due  to  recently  established  U.  K.  quotas 
on  imports  from  non -traditional  butter  suppliers  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  July  l4,  I958) . 
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THAI  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  RISES 

Cigarette  output  in  Thailand  rose  in  1957  to  8.5  billion  pieces-- 
slightly  more  than  in  1956.    Output  has  increased  in  recent  years  in 
response  to  growing  consumption,  which  has  risen  about  63  percent 
since  1950. 

Thailand  imports  substantial  quantities  of  U.  S.  flue-cured 
tobacco  to  blend  "^jith  domestic  leaf  in  cigarettes.    Its  popularity 
with  Thai  smokers  is  shown  by  the  increasing  percentages  used.  From 
1950  through  1952  about  33  percent  of  all  the  flue -cured  used  in 
Monopoly  cigarettes  was  of  U.  S.  origin;  by  1957  the  rate  was  an  esti- 
mated percent. 

Cigarette  output  is  not  expected  to  increase  much  in  I958  due 
to  a  probable  rise  in  the  excise  rate  and  a  general  slackening  of  the 
Thai  economy. 

AMHRACNCSE  THREATENS 
NYASALAND  TOBACCO 

Anthracnose  is  threatening  the  future  of  Nyasaland  tobacco  farm- 
ers.   This  plant  disease,  new  to  Nyasaland,  is  believed  to  have  come 
in  from  Southern  Rhodesia.    The  Director  of  Agriculture  has  warned 
the  Nyasaland  Tobacco  Association  that  unless  the  disease  is  checked, 
the  tobacco  industry  will  face  serious  consequences. 

SYRIA  EXPECTS  LARGER 
TOBACCO  CROP 

Revised  Syrian  figures  for  1957  tobacco  acreage  and  production 
indicate  that  13.2  million  pounds  were  harvested  from  l^i-,300  acres -- 
about  a  10-percent  production  increase  over  1956.    Production  in 
1958  is  forecast  at  13*7  million  pounds  from  1^,800  acres, 

Syria  did  not  grow  any  Latakia  in  1956    or  1957  because  of  the 
surplus  stock  situation.    The  United  States,  one  of  the  larger  buyers 
of  Latakia,  has  heavy  stocks  of  this  type.    It  is  estimated  that  about 
one-half  of  Syria's  1957  crop  was  Shak  Al  Bent,  a  semi-oriental  type, 

NE\/  TOBACCO  AREA  IN  TANGANYIKA 

The  Tanganyika  Agricultural  Corporation  is  sponsoring  the  devel- 
opment of  a  new  tobacco-producing  area  in  the  Southern  Highlands 
Province . 

A  total  of  30^000  pounds  of  marketable  Virginia-type  tobacco  was 
produced  in  the  Lupa  Tingatinga  (Chunya  District)  in  1958.    Plans  are 
to  plant  100  acres  in  1959*    The  first  tobacco  was  grown  there  in 
1955. 
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TURKISH  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
AT  NEl-7  HIGH 

Turkish  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  set  a  new  record  in 
1957- -191 million  pounds.    This  was  1U.9  million  more  than  the 
previous  record  of  I76.2  million  pounds  in  19^1-9 • 

Exports  to  the  United  States  showed  the  greatest  rise--from 
1^-7.2  million  pounds  in  195^  to  88,0  million  in  1957*    Shipments  to 
both  IJest  and  East  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  the  U.S.S.R.,  and 
Poland  were  also  considerably  larger  than  in  195^.    Yugoslavia  and 
Bulgaria,  which  took  no  Turkish  leaf  in  195^,  took  substantial 
quantities  in  1957.    Exports  to  Egypt  rose  significantly  for  the 
second  year  but  did  not  return  to  their  previous  high  level. 


TOBACCO,  UIMMAMIFACTURED :    Turkey,  exports  by  country  of 

destination,  1955-57 


Country  of  destination 

:  1955 

■  1956 

;  1957 

• 

\  1,000 
J  pounds 

\  1,000 
;  pounds 

\  1,000 
;  pounds 

• 

"1  1  QO)l 

• 

:  ^7,17^ 
;  13,990 

;  1^^,290 

:  87,951 
:    21,  fi?2 
I  17,222 

..i     5,555  ' 

. 13,720 

..•     7,^15  • 

\  9,181^ 
:     8,63!^  - 
;     5,066  . 

!  11,750 

:  11,508 
:  6,538 

• 

•  1^,661 
1,9^0  . 
. 2,972  . 

1     5,093  ' 
:  2,760 
:  3,^07 

1  6,128 
I  3,359 

U.S.S.R  

• 

..•  3,570 
..•     7,53^  ! 

617  : 
.     If, 285  : 

•  3,307 
2,26Ii- 

2;  790 

«  1 

3,203  : 
l,80li-  J 

2, 11^2  \ 

3,239  ; 
•      3,126  J 

2,211 
:  1,869 

..:      7,8If6  : 

1,61^3  j 
9,198  \ 

1,115 
l,0ii7 
5,297 

'  133,81^8  : 

191,080 
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NETHERLANDS  AIDS  CRUSHERS 
OF  FLAXSEED  AND  PEANUTS 


The  Dutch  Government  is  now  paying  crushers  of  flaxseed  and 
peanuts  ^5  guilders  and  35  guilders,  respectively,  per  metric  ton 
of  pure  seed  crushed  ($10.78  and  $8.38  per  short  ton).    These  pay- 
ments are  to  be  made  on  any  of  these  oilseeds  that  arrive  in  the 
Netherlands  before  September  3O;  1958. 

On  March  25 ^  the  government  announced  that  soybean  crushers 
would  be  paid  17.50  guilders  per  metric  ton  ($^+.20  per  short  ton). 
Payments  were  stopped  April  11, 

Payments  are  financed  by  a  tax  of  O.5O  guilders  per  100  kilos 
($1.20  per  short  ton)  on  production  of  all  refined  fats  and  oils. 
Payments  to  crushers  are  reviewed  daily  and  are  subject  to  revision 
at  any  time. 


PAKISTAN'S  RAPESEED  AND 
MUSTARD  SEED  OUTPUT  DOWN 


The  second  official  estimate  of  Pakistan's  rapeseed  and  mustard 
seed  crop  places  acreage  12  percent  below  that  of  the  comparable 
estimate  of  195^-57  and  production  ih  percent  below  the  second  esti- 
mate of  last  year. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Peshawar  Division,  acreage  declined 
throughout  Pakistan,  due  to  unfavorable  planting  weather  in  East 
Pakistan  and  a  shortage  of  irrigation  water  in  West  Pakistan.  The 
decrease  in  production  was  a  result  of  unfavorable  weather  and  the 
reduced  acreage, 

RAPESEED  AND  MUSTARD  SEED:    Pakistan,  second  official  estimate  of 
area  and  production,  195^-57  and  1957-58 


West  Pakistan. 
East  Pakistan. 

Total. , . . 


Area 


1956-57  ; 

!  1957-58  ' 

!      1956-57  ; 

:  1957-58 

:  1,000 

;  1,000 

1,000  ' 

:    1,000  < 

:  short 

short 

acres 

;  acres 

r    tons  ! 

tons 

1,^67  • 

:    1,308  - 

:     255  : 

235 

h6Q 

:  ^05 

:      110  : 

80 

1,935  : 

'    1,713  i 

:      365  i 

315 

Production 


The  final  I956-57  estimate  for  all  Pakistan  was  3^8,000  short 
tons  of  rape  and  mustard  seed  harvested  from  1,865,000  acres. 
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ANTARCTIC  vJHALE  LIMIT 
SET  FOR  1953-59 

At  a  meeting  of  the  International  I'^haling  Commission  in  The 
Hague,  Netherlands,  June  23  to  27;  it  was  decided  to  maintain  the 
Antarctic  pelagic  whale  catch  limit  for  the  1958-59  season  at  1^4-, 500 
"blue  whale  units,  the  same  as  the  previous  2  seasons.    This  limit  is 
subject  to  approval  of  the  member  countries. 

SUGAR  BEETS  A  LM-J 
CROP  IN  PAKISTAN 

The  1957-58  crop  year  marked  Pakistan's  first  commercial  sugar 
beet  crop,  reportedly  harvested  from  about  3OO  acres  in  a  northern 
area  of  West  Pakistan.    As  there  is  no  specialized  beet-crushing 
machinery  in  the  country,  the  beets  were  crushed  along  with  sugar- 
cane.   Sugar  extraction  was  quite  successful. 

IIMDIA  ORDERS  COI^ULSORY  DELIVERY 
OF  SUGAR  FOR  EXPORT 

In  its  drive  to  increase  exports,  the  Government  of  India  has 
taken  severe  measures.    Under  an  ordinance  of  June  27;  each  factory 
must  provide  for  export  a  proportion  of  its  production.    The  total 
export  target  from  June  27  through  October  I958  is  5^,000  short  tons. 
For  any  one  marketing  year  ( November -Oc tober ) ,  exports  are  not  to 
exceed  I5  percent  of  domestic  production  that  season. 

Export  quotas  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indian  Sugar  Mill  Asso- 
ciation, named  as  export  agency.    Delivery  will  be  enforced  by  impo- 
sition of  an  additional  excise  tax  of  Rs,  I7  per  maund  (about  U,3 
cents  per  pound)  on  any  export-quota  quantity  not  delivered  for 
export.    The  tax  will  be  collected  before  such  quantity  is  released 
for  sale  in  the  domestic  market,  and  there  Azill  be  a  monthly  penalty 
on  overdue  amounts. 

The  government  considers  that  recent  price  increases  for  sugar 
in  the  domestic  market  will  more  than  offset  manufacturers'  losses 
on  exports,  and  has  warned  that  it  will  take  effective  measures  to 
bring  down  any  undue  domestic  price  rises. 

Indian  sugar  is  said  to  compare  favorably  in  quality  with  that 
of  Taiwan  and  Java,  but  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  world  markets  because 
of  the  relatively  high  price  of  sugar  in  India.    The  world  price  is 
about  $70  per  ton  lower  than  the  domestic  price. 

The  monsoon  has  already  started,  and  there  will  be  only  a  few 
weeks  between  the  end  of  the  monsoon  and  the  close  of  the  sugar  sea- 
son.   Therefore  it  is  doubtful  if  the  entire  quota  can  be  exported. 
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IRELAND  SHIPS  MORE  BEEF 
TO  NORIH  AMERICA 

Ireland  has  shipped  record  amounts  of  boneless  manufacturing -beef  to 
North  America  this  year.    Exports  from  July  1,  1957,  "to  May  6,  1958, 
totaled  15.5  million  pounds,  compared  i/ith  h,'^  million  for  the  entire 
fiscal  year  1956-57* 

Exports  of  beef  to  North  America  began  in  1950.    Shipments  of  car- 
cass beef  reached  a  peak  of  13.^  million  pounds  in  1951-52,  when  boneless 
beef  exports  totaled  5*8  million  pounds.    Trade  in  carcass  beef  declined 
over  the  next  5  years  and  consisted  only  of  3  trial  lots  sent  to  the 
United  States  in  November  1956,  March  1958,  and  May  1958.    Exports  of 
boneless  beef  reached  a  low  point  in  195^-55  "but  have  increased  each  year 
since . 


BEEF:    Irish  exports  to  North  America,  fiscal  years  1951-58 


Fiscal  year 

!       Carcass  ; 
:          beef  ' 

;      Boneless  ; 
beef 

Total 

\      1,000  lb.  i 

\      1,000  lb.  < 

:      1,000  lb. 

1951  • 

1952  

1953  

195^  

1955  

1956  

1957  

1958  (to  May  6)  

:          ^,256  : 
:  13,1+^0 
:  1,32^- 

:  190 
:  161+ 

896  ■ 
:          5,821^  . 
:  7,65^ 
!  3,6i+7 
:  1,882 

:  3,051 
:  ^,^71 
:  15,501 

\  5,152 
:  19,26^ 
:  8,978 
:  3,6^7 
:  1,882 

I  3,051 
:         It-, 661 

:  15,665 

Irish  Department  of  Agriculture. 

GREEK  IMPORTS  OF  HIDES  AND 
SKINS  DECLINE  IN  1957 

Greek  imports  of  cattle  hides  and  calf  and  kipskins  declined  to 
6,571+  tons  in  1957  from  7,06l  tons  in  1956.    The  leading  suppliers,  in 
order,  were  Argentina,  France,  Ethiopia,  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland,  and  the  United  States, 

Greek  exports  of  sheep,  lamb,  and  kid  skins  increased  from  3,922 
tons  to  ^,20l+  tons  in  1957 •    The  principal  market  was  Yugoslavia, 
Demand  for  these  skins  has  been  weak  so  far  in  1958,  although  the  U.S.S.R. 
has  shown  an  interest  in  kid  skins.    Large  quantities  of  Greek  sheep  and 
lamb  skins  are  available  at  low  prices. 
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ANGORA  GOATS  IN  INDIA 

A  small  herd  of  Angora  goats  is  being  maintained  in  India  for  the 
purpose  of  upgrading  nondescript  local  goats ;  according  to  the  Annual 
Report  of  Bombay's  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  second  generation  of 
this  cross  is  said  to  yield  fine  mohair. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  HIDES  AND 
SKINS  PRICES  LOWER 

Prices  of  hides  and  skins  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  declined 
sharply  during  the  last  quarter  of  1957  and  in  the  early  months  of  195^^ 
but  the  decline  started  from  a  high  level. 

Reasons  given  for  the  slump  are  the  general  decline  in  world  prices 
of  raw  materials  and  the  increase  in  world  production  of  hides  and  skins. 
South  African  output,  however,  declined  in  1957 ,  as  commercial  slaughter 
was  down.    Marketing  of  animals  was  curtailed  during  June  and  July  in 
Western  Transvaal  and  Bechuanaland  due  to  foot-and-mouth  disease. 

Cattle  hide  production  in  the  Union  totaled  2,182,^57  pieces  in  1957; 
of  which  1,200,732  pieces  were  exported.    Calfskin  production  came  to 
321,8^9  pieces,  of  which  307^59^  were  exported. 

NB-J  ZEALAITO  ENCOURAGES 
HOG  PRODUCTION 

The  Government  of  New  Zealand  is  encouraging  production  of  hogs  to 
bolster  dairy  farmers'  incomes  which  have  sagged  because  of  low  prices 
for  butterfat.    Ample  milk  byproducts  are  claimed  to  be  available  to 
feed  1  million  pigs.    Most  hogs  are  raised  on  dairy  farms. 

Hog  slaughter  in  New  Zealand  has  exceeded  1  million  head  in  only  ^4- 
years  since  1932.     It  was  about  750^000  head  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1957. 

Dairy  products,  mainly  skim  milk  and  whey,  provide  about  80  percent 
of  pig  rations  in  New  Zealand.    Some  whey  from  cheese  and  casein  factories 
is  now  being  wasted,  as  well  as  some  skim  milk  on  farms.    Other  concen- 
trate feeds  for  hogs,  constituting  about  5  percent  of  their  total 
rations,  include  meat  meal,  barley,  molasses,  peas,  corn,  tallow,  bran, 
copra,  and  oilseeds.    About  15  percent  of  the  average  ration  is  grass, 
other  forage,  and  root  crops. 

The  extremely  high  protein  content  of  the  hog  rations  is  due  to  the 
high  prices  and  relatively  short  supplies  of  grains,  and  the  low  price 
of  the  meat  meal  and  dairy  byproducts.    This  is  in  direct  contrast  to  the 
situation  in  the  United  States,  where  many  hogs  get  large  amounts  of 
grains  but  low  or  inadequate  amounts  of  protein  supplements ,  Protein 
supplements  are  the  highest  priced  ingredients. 
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]\W  ZEALAM)  MEAT  NOT  MEETING 
U.S.  REQUIREMENTS 

New  Zealand  "beef  and  lamb  carcasses  shipped  to  the  United  States  are 
not  measuring  up  to  the  required  standards  for  hygiene  and  wrapping,  the 
chairman  of  the  New  Zealand  Meat  Producers'  Board  reports  after  a  visit 
to  the  United  States. 

He  says  the  New  Zealand  freezing  industry  will  have  to  take  immedi- 
ate steps  to  improve  the  processing  of  carcass  meat  for  export  to  the 
United  States.    The  Meat  Board  and  the  New  Zealand  Department  of 
Agriculture  will  work  with  the  freezing  industry  to  remedy  the  situation. 

Since  last  year,  when  New  Zealand  beef  was  rejected  by  U.  S.  authori- 
ties, the  industry  has  improved  processing  and  handling  methods  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  product  now  has  a  much  better  reputation.  However, 
the  Meat  Board  chairman  states  that  rejections  of  lamb  and  mutton  car- 
casses by  U.S.  authorities  are  pending. 

CANADA  FORESEES  HOG  PRICE- 
SUPPORT  PROBLEMS 

Canada  expects  pork  exports  to  help  materially  in  maintaining  hog 
prices  this  year  at  the  new  high  support  levels.    The  new  floor  is  $25.00 
per  100  pounds  for  Grade  A  carcasses  at  Toronto. 

The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  says  there  is  some  question 
as  to  whether  Canada's  hog  prices  will  stay  above  the  new  floor  in  view 
of  the  increased  marketings  in  prospect.    Canada's  population  at  the  end 
of  the  year  will  be  8  percent  greater  than  at  the  end  of  1955*  Higher 
beef  prices  will  also  stimulate  domestic  consumption  of  pork.    About  9 
percent  of  October-March  marketings  are  expected  to  be  left  for  exports, 
most  of  which  will  probably  go  to  the  United  States. 

Hog  marketings  in  Canada  during  the  year  ending  March  1959 
expected  to  be  I3  percent  greater  than  marketings  of  5*5  million  head 
a  year  earlier,  and  the  largest  since  1952-53^  when  over  6.5  million 
head  were  marketed. 

At  the  expected  level  of  export,  Canadians  figure  hog  prices  can  equal 
or  be  a  little  above  U.S.  prices.    They  consider  the  $25.00  support  price, 
dressed,  Toronto,  as  equivalent  to  about  $l8.75  live  at  Chicago.    In  early 
July,  prices  of  all  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chicago  averaged  $2i+.32  per  100 
pounds  live.    During  October  1957 -March  1958  they  averaged  $18.9^  per  100 
pounds  and  ranged  from  a  low  of  $17.17  in  November  to  a  high  of  $21.26  in 
March. 

U.S.  prices  this  fall  are  expected  to  average  about  the  same  as  last 
year.    Average  prices  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1959  will  probably  be 
considerably  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 
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AUSTRALIA  CONSIDERING  LEGISLATION  TO 
EXTEND  VJHEAT  STABILIZATION  PLAN 

Representatives  of  Australian  wheat  growers  and  the  Common- 
wealth and  State  Governments  are  negotiating  for  a  new  wheat  stabi- 
lization scheme.    The  current  5-year  scheme  expires  on  November  30 
this  year.    Legislation  for  a  new  scheme  will  be  introduced  during 
the  budget  session  of  Parliament ^  which  opens  August  5» 

Under  the  present  scheme the  Australian  I'/heat  Board  is  in 
charge  of  all  marketing  of  the  country's  wheat  crop.    It  not  only 
has  complete  control  over  purchases  from  farmers but  also  over 
subsequent  domestic  and  export  sales.    The  VJheat  Board  does_,  how- 
ever^ authorize  approved  grain  elevators^  cooperatives^  and  wheat 
traders  to  act  as  its  agents, 

Duxing  each  marketing  season^  the  v/heat  Board  must  guarantee 
growers  a  return  that  is  not  less  than  the  cost  of  production  for 
up  to  100  million  bushels  (grain  equivalent)  of  wheat  or  flour 
sold  for  export  from  each  crop,  and  for  all  wheat  and  flour  sold 
for  home  consumption. 

The  guaranteed  return  for  the  1957-58  season  (December- 
November)  is  l^s,  2d,  ($1,59  per  bushel).    Growers  usually  get  more 
than  the  guaranteed  return  because  the  VTheat  Board  passes  back  to 
them  their  share  (based  on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  wheat 
they  deliver  to  the  board)  of  any  net  profits  made  on  subsequent 
domestic  or  export  sales. 

The  VJheat  Board  is  required  to  sell  in  export  markets  at  the 
highest  price  it  can  get,  but  with  regard  to  the  maximum  it  may 
charge  countries  buying  under  Australia's  International  VJheat  Agree- 
ment quota.    Domestic  sales  for  home  consumption  must  be  at  which- 
ever of  the  following  prices  is  the  lower  (but  in  no  case  at  less 
than  the  estimated  cost  of  production):    (a)  l^s.  2d.  ($1.59)  psr 
bushel,  or  (b)  the  ruling  OTA  price  on  December  1. 

The  proposed  new  5-year  wheat  stabilization  scheme,  commen- 
cing December  1,  1958;  will  probably  differ  very  little  from  the 
present  system.     It  has  already  been  decided  that  the  VJheat  Board 
will  continue  to  have  the  sole  authority  for  selling  wheat  at 
home  and  abroad.    But  proposals  by  the  Australian  V/heat  Growers' 
Federation  to  change  the  formula  for  determining  production  costs 
are  still  being  discussed.    The  Growers'  Federation  also  is  rec- 
ommending that  the  price  of  wheat  sold  for  home  consumption  be 
changed  to  allow  growers  a  specified  margin  over  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. 

In  article,  "Argentina  Raises  Minimum  Producer  Prices  for 
Grains",  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  July  ik,  1958;  page  13,  the 
first  line  should  read  "Argentina's  1958-59  minimum  producer  prices" 
etc.  (not  Australia's). 
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EGYPTIAN  RICE  PRICES  UP 

Rice  prices  in  Egypt  have  increased  sharply  in  recent  months.  The 
advances  are  attributed  mainly  to  a  shortage  in  supplies  to  fulfill  export 
contracts.    Average  May  prices  were  up  compared  -^d-th  November  prices  as 
follows:    to  Arabian  countries,  Gh  percent;  to  Syria,  hh  percent;  to 
European  countries,       percent;  and  to  countries  where  payment  is  in 
foreign  currency,  36  percent. 


RICE  (milled):    Egyptian  export  prices,  excluding  export  duties  l/ 
by  grade,  for  specified  months,  1957-58 


Country  and  date 

\  Glazed 

* 

Camolina, 

Natural 

Mamsouh 

Average 

•            "1  ~1  Q'VC 

,  JJUX-LdX  b 

WJXA.a.l  0 

jjo  narb 

jjonars 

DO  J— Lars 

:  per 

per 

per 

per 

'  per 

•  1  no  1  bq  ' 

1  00  Thq 

TOO  Thq 

•  TOO  Thq 

Arabian  countries: 

• 

4,  Od. 

4,4-9  : 

4.  j)b 

4,  p4 

p.  34  ; 

^  on 

I?.3p 

•ICC 

7.^2  : 

0. 90 

7.3^ 

•    7.63  ; 

7.62  - 

7.55 

:  6.90 

Syria : 

I1..62  ' 

:  ^.39 

^.55 

•    5.21  - 

5.1^  ' 

:    5.08  ' 

:  ^.85 

:  5.07 

6.51  • 

SM  : 

6.33  • 

5.36  ' 

6.30 

...:    6.77  : 

6.70  < 

6.6k 

:  6.12 

:  6.56 

Europe : 

•  1 

h,k9  ' 

•    ^.82  i 

^.75  ' 

hM  ' 

I1.62 

...:    5.^7  : 

:    5.^0  : 

5.3^ 

,     5.21  : 

5.35 

...:    7.03  ' 

.  6.96 

6.90  ■ 

6.33 

6.82 

7.29  • 

7.23  • 

7.16 

:    6,6k  • 

7.11 

Others  (payment  in 

^.75 

:    h,k9  : 

k.39  • 

•    k.Q2  • 

k.6l 

5.^0  ; 

5.3^ 

5.2^ 

:  5.36 

:  6.12 

6.05 

:    5.79  : 

6.07 

...:  6.57 

:  6.33 

:    6.31  ' 

•  5.79 

6.26 

1/  Export  duties  range  from  26  cents  to  $1.^2  per  100  pounds,  depending  on 
the  type  of  rice  and  destination. 


November-May  rice  exports  totaled  3^0,000  metric  tons,  about  tmce  the 
volume  a  year  earlier.    However,  export  contracts  reported  through  February 
totaled  ^^6,000  tons.    Many  exporters,  therefore,  have  been  trying  to  buy 
rice  for  export.    At  the  same  time,  water  supplies  from  the  Nile  are  greatly 
reduced.    Egypt *s  rice  harvest  from  September  to  December  is  expected  to  be 
about  half  that  of  1957 ^  so  that  little  or  no  rice  will  be  available  for 
export  in  the  1953-59  (November-October)  marketing  year. 
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KOREAN  RICE  CROP 
SAVED  BY  RAIN 

Rainfall  continuing  well  into  July  has  saved  Korea's  rice  crop. 
Rains  beginning  heavily  on  June  27  relieved  the  severe  drought  that  was 
delaying  planting.    Transplanting  of  seedlings  was  to  have  been  completed 
by  July  10. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  forecasts  a  decline  from  the  bumper  crop 
of  1957;  as  the  yield  will  be  lower  from  the  late  planting.    By  June  30^ 
about  68  percent  of  the  goal  of  2.7  million  acres  was  planted compared 
with  86  percent  on  the  same  date  in  1957;  and  80  percent  in  an  average 
year . 


FINLAND  BARTERS  BUTTER 
FOR  RUSSIAN  WHEAT 

Under  an  agreement  recently  negotiated  in  Moscow^  Finland  will  ex- 
port 12,000  metric  tons  of  butter  to  the  Soviet  Union  in  exchange  for 
Russian  wheat  at  the  rate  of  kilogram  (2.2  lbs.)  of  butter  for  8.5  kilos 
(18.7  lbs.)  of  wheat. 

Half  of  the  Finnish  butter  is  to  be  delivered  by  the  end  of  1958  and 
the  other  half  by  the  end  of  May  1959* 


PHILIPPINE  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL 
EXPORTS  DOWN  IN  FIRST  HALF  YEAR 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  totaled  271,035  long  tons,  oil  basis,  a  decline  of  one -fifth  from 
the  first  6  months  of  1957. 

Copra  exports  in  June  were  5  percent  above  those  of  IVfe-y,  but  about 
20  percent  below  June  1957  shipments .    January-June  exports  were  less 
than  80  percent  those  of  the  first  half  of  1957. 

June  shipments  of  coconut  oil  were  up  ^4-  percent  from  May  and  were 
one-third  above  June  1957  shipments.    January-June  exports  were  2  percent 
above  those  in  the  first  6  months  of  1957* 

Shipments  of  desiccated  coconut  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  were 
2^4-, 732  short  tons,  a  decline  of  8  percent  from  exports  in  January-June  1957' 

The  Philippine  copra  export  price  in  mid-July  was  about  $l80.00  c.i.f . 
Pacific  Coast  (mid-June,  $177.50;  mid-May  $187. OO).    Local  buying  prices 
were  reported  at  29. 50  to  3^.50  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($1^9.87  to  $175.27 
per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  areas. 
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COPRA:    Fhilippine  Republic,  exports  by  covintry  of  deetination, 
June  and  Janviary-Jxine  1957  and  1958 


Country  of  deetination 


1957  1/ 


North  America: 
United  States  ... 
Atlantic  Coast 
Pacific  Coast  . 

Canada   

Total   

South  America: 

Colombia   

Venezuela   

UMpecified  

Total  


Europe : 

Belgium   

DenmaTiE  ••••«< 

France   

Germany,  West 

Italy  

Netherlands  . . 

Norway   

Sweden  ....... 


Total 


Asia : 

Israel   

Japan   

Lebanon   

Total   

Grand  total 


1958  1/ 


June 

January  -  June 

Jtme 

January  -  June 

iionfi  tons 

jjong  xons 

Lous  tons 

'       Lon£  tons 

27,207 
(  2,001) 
(25,206) 
1,900 

:  130,587 
:          (  15,265) 
!  (115,322) 
!  7.Z.00 

23,643 
(     -  ) 
(23,643) 

!  130,949 
(       -  ) 
(130,949) 
1.800 

28,207 

'  127.9$7 

23.643 

122.7.49 

1,500 
2,200 

:  25,6^5 
13,iV00 

t  2,600 
!  1,600 

!  23,353 
:  4,600 

3.700 

:  39.0^5 

:  10.261 

:  34.014 

1,000 
2,200 

5,750  : 

22,900 
2,000 
1,000 
2/  7,500 

:  5,000 
!             19,975  1 

25,38A 
:  11,187 
:  169,761 
:  12,001 

15,300 
:      2/  18,500 

1  2,500 

!  3,000 
!  3,000 
!  9,750 
1,500 
1,000 
5,500 

!  5,000 
!  7,800 

!  28.965 
!  5,900 
!  85,793 
!  2,000 
11,500 
!    1/  32,077 

!  ?77.1P8 

^,S50 

1§5J4^ 

1,051 
300 

!  3,100 
!  5,015 

;  ?,2PQ 

3,020 

3,200 

1.351 

;  1Q,315 

75,608 

62,154 

358,328 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  West  Germany,  Netherlands,  or  Belgium.  ^  Includes  26,577  tons  to  West  Germany, 
Netherlands  or  Belgivsn. 

Source:    Philippine  trade  sotorces, 

COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  covintry  of  destination, 
June  and  January-June  1957  and  1958 


Countiy  of  destination 


1957  1/ 


1958  1/ 


i  June 

Januaiy  -  June 

'  June 

1  January  -  June 

lone  tons 

l/?nK  tons 

'       LoPfi  toBp 

'       Lon£  tons 

North  America:  : 

4,827 

33,742 

!  9,055 

:  40,124 

(  6,827)  : 

(32,591) 

!  (8,406) 

:  (39,477) 

(      -  ) 

!  (351) 

!           (  647) 

:  (647) 

(     -  )  : 

(      800)      8            (    —  ) 

:          (      —  ) 

!  695 

\  35? 

6.827 

!  34.437 

!  9.Q55 

:  40.474 

Europe:  : 

!  1,427 

!  7,564 

:  4,814 

Optional  discharge  2/  . . : 

:  850 

9.841 



4.?14 

Grand  total   : 

6.827 

:  44.278 

:  9.055 

:  45,288 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  West  Germany  or  Netherlands. 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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CEYLON'S  RICE  IMPORTS  UP 
SLIGHTLY  IN  FIRST  QUARTER 

Rice  imports  into  Ceylon  in  January -March  totaled  207  million  pounds, 
compared  vrLth  19^  million  pounds  in  the  same  months  of  1957.    All  of  the 
rice  was  imported  in  Januar^^  and  February'-,  vrith  none  taken  in  March. 

The  principal  countries  of  origin  were  Communist  China  and  Egypt. 
Imports  from  Burma  and  Thailand  declined  sharply.    The  rice  from  Egypt,  a 
glutinous  type,  met  \7±th  consumer  disapproval.    Prospective  Philippine 
"buyers  "^-rLthdrew,  prohably  because  of  the  unfavorable  publicity  given  the 
rice  in  Ceylon. 


RICE:     Ceylon,  imports,  quantity  and  value,  January -March  1957  and  195^ 


:      January -March  1957 

January -March  195^ 

Country  of  origin      ! Quantity 

• 

Value 
(c.i.f.) 

Cost  per 
unit 

Quantity 

Value 
(c.i.f.) 

Cost  per 
unit 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
dollars 

Dollars 

per 
100  lbs. 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
dollars 

Dollars 

per 
100  lbs. 

• 
• 

8,650 

•  1,565 

0 

11^ 
1,623 

!  6.07 
-  k.^Q 

0 

^.72- 
:  5.15' 

22,725 
:  135,296 

3^,7^5 

0 

1^,553 

1,039 
5,713 
1,612- 

0 

695 

^.57 
:  ^.22 
k.6k 

0 

^.77 

• 
• 

11,956 

6.16' 

207,32^ 

9,059' 

^.37 

Ceylon  Customs  Returns. 


The  average  cost  of  rice  in  the  first  quarter  was  $^.37  per  100  pounds, 
c.i.f,,  compared  vrLth  $6,l6  per  100  pounds  in  the  same  months  of  1957.  This 
was  mainly  because  65  percent  of  imports  were  from  Mainland  China  at  an 
average  cost  of  $^.22  per  100  pounds.    In  the  same  quarter  of  1957,  about  65 
percent  of  imports  came  from  Burma  at  an  average  cost  of  $6.87  per  ICO  pounds. 
The  qualities  imported  in  the  two  January -March  periods  are  not  given. 

The  Ministry  of  Finance  stated  on  March  25  that  on  December  3I,  1957, 
the  balance  due  Ceylon  from  Communist  China  ^onder  the  first  5 -year  rubber- 
rice  agreement  which  ended  in  1957  vas  30.6  million  rupees  ($16,926,000). 
China  ^/as  to  try  to  settle  the  balance  by  March  31  hy  the  export  of  commodi- 
ties to  Ceylon. 

Communist  China  is  supplying  Ceylon  -^-rlth  ^0,000  long  tons  (88  million 
pounds)  this  year  in  addition  to  the  200,000  tons(ij.i|0  million  pound^  already 
contracted  for.    The  rice  was  to  have  been  exported  in  May  and  June  at  the 
current  market  price.    A  further  10,000  tons  (22  million  pounds)  are  expected 
to  be  supplied  by  China  from  purchases  of  Bumese  rice. 
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LEBANON  FIXES  I958  WHEAT 
FLOUR  IMPORT  QUOTA 

Lebanon's  Ministry  of  National  Economy  recently  fixed 
the  1958  quota  for  flour  imports  into  that  country  at  76  per- 
cent of  the  average  annual  imports  during  the  past  h  years. 
The  quota^  accordingly,  amounts  to  approximately  60,000  metric 
tons . 

The  decree  fixing  the  1958  quota  authorizes  importation 
of  good-quality  wheat  flour  with  a  minimum  of  11  percent  pro- 
tein content  and  not  more  than  O.5  percent  ash  content.  Wheat 
flour  containing  up  to  1  percent  ash  content  may  be  imported 
if  the  protein  content  is  above  11  percent. 

CANADA  SETS  FIRST  SUPPORT  PRICES  FOR 
GRAINS  OUTSIDE  WHEAT  BOARD  AREA 


Mandatory  support  prices  for  Ontario's  1958-59  wheat, 
oat,  and  barley  crops  were  recently  announced  by  the  Canadian 
Minister  of  Agriculture.    The  guaranteed  wheat  price  is  the 
first  for  wheat  growers  outside  of  the  Prairie  Provinces. 

Ontario  produces  mainly  winter  wheat .    While  its  winter 
wheat  production  in  recent  years  has  been  only  about  5  per- 
cent of  Canada's  total  crop,  it  is  almost  all  of  the  winter 
wheat  grown  in  Canada.    From  90  to  95         cent  of  Canadian 
wheat  is  of  the  spring  variety,  grown  mostly  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  where  winter  varieties  would  not  survive.  Winter 
wheat  is  generally  used  in  the  densely  populated  area  in 
which  it  is  grown. 

Support  prices  for  Ontario  are  as  follows:  Ontario 
wheat,  $1.^2  per  bushel  on  track  for  No.  2,  Canadian  Eastern 
(C.E.)  or  better  quality;  Ontario  oats,  $0.58  per  bushel  on 
track  for  No,  2  (C.E.)  or  better  quality;  and  Ontario  barley, 
$0.83  per  bushel  on  track  for  No.  2  (C.E.)  or  better  quality. 
These  prices  are  effective  for  a  12-month  period  beginning 
July  1,  1958 •    Support  prices  for  the  other  non-Prairie 
Provinces  will  be  established  in  appropriate  relationship  to 
the  Ontario  prices. 

The  marketing  of  wheat  grown  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  has 
been  the  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  for 
many  years.    The  Wheat  Board  buys  all  Prairie  Province  wheat 
at  support  prices,  sells  it  in  domestic  and  foreign  markets, 
and  returns  any  profits  to  the  grower  on  the  basis  of  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  wheat. 
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RAINS  IMPROVE  CANADA'S 
GRAIN  PRCSPECTS 

Rains  in  early  July  benefited  grain  crops  in  Canada's  three  Prairie 
Provinces,    General  improvement  was  reported  in  Manitoba  and  good  con- 
ditions had  been  maintained  in  Alberta,  especially  in  western  parts. 
Although  deterioration  had  been  temporarily  checked  in  many  parts  of 
Saskatchewan  and  eastern  Alberta,  more  rain  was  urgently  needed  there, 
at  latest  report. 

Much  of  the  early-seeded  crop  has  headed  and  in  most  districts  the 
straw  is  short.    The  hay  crop  in  most  areas  is  light,  with  extremely  poor 
yields  in  the  drought-stricken  areas.    Supplementary  fodder  crops  are  now 
being  sown  in  areas  where  there  is  sufficient  moistuxe. 

AUSTRALIAN  V/HEAT  AND  FLOUR 
EXPORTS  DOWN  50  PERCENT 

Australia's  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  July-June  1957-58  are 
estimated  at  approximately  62  million  bushels,  compared  with  126  million 
during  1956-57 • 

This  reduction  of  about  50  percent  was  due  to  smaller  supplies 
available  for  export.    The  supply  shortage  was  brought  about  by  serious 
curtailment  of  production  in  1957  as  the  result  of  drought. 

Exports  at  the  level  indicated  are  the  lowest  since  19^5-^6,  the 
last  serious  drought  year,  when  only  36  million  bushels  were  exported. 

AUSTRALIA'S  V/HEAT 
PROSPECTS  GOOD 

Australian  wheat  acreage  for  all  purposes  in  1958  is  forecast  at  11.5 
million  acres,  based  on  estimates  for  each  of  the  5  principal  wheat-pro- 
ducing states.    About  10. 5  million  acres  are  expected  to  be  harvested  for 
grain  and  the  remainder  harvested  as  hay.    This  would  be  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  acreage  than  is  usually  harvested  as  hay,  but  fodder  reserves 
in  eastern  states  were  completely  used  up  during  the  past  dry  season. 

Wheat  acreage  of  10. 5  million  acres  would  be  hO  percent  above  the 
small  acreage  harvested  for  grain  last  year.    With  average  yields  on  the 
forecast  acreage,  about  175  million  bushels  would  be  harvested.  If 
weather  continues  favorable  throughout  the  season,  however,  the  outturn 
could  be  well  over  175  million  bushels. 

Conditions  were  excellent  for  seeding  in  new  South  Wales,  Queenstown, 
and  Western  Australia,  but  were  less  favorable  in  Victoria  and  South 
Australia,  where  some  areas  did  not  get  rain  at  the  right  time.    On  the 
whole,  the  season  for  Australia  has  been  highly  satisfactory  so  far. 
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With  present  prospects  for  an  appreciable  surplus  from  the  coming  harvest  in 
all  states,  the  Australian  Wheat  Board  has  considered  it  safe  to  reduce  the 
planned  reserve  for  carryover  on  November  30,  195^;  from  1^.5  million  bushels  to 
12.5  million.    The  reduction  takes  place  in  the  reserves  in  New  South  Wales,  This 
action  frees  an  additional  2  million  bushels  for  export  from  Australia  this  season. 

POLAND'S  1958  OILSEED  IMPORTS 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  DOWN 

Poland's  imports  of  oil-bearing  materials  in  1958  are  expected  to  drop  sharply 
from  the  abnormally  large  imports  in  1957 •    Nevertheless,  they  probably  will  total 
close  to  9^^000  short  tons,  well  above  the  volume  in  any  of  the  ^4-  years  preceding 
1957. 


OILSEEDS:    Poland,  imports,  by  kind    1953-57  and  total  for  I958 


I 


Kind 

:  1953 

:  195^ 

:  1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

i  1958  1/ 

• 

:  1,000 

r  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  short 

:  short 

:  short 

:  short 

:  short 

:  short 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

;  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

0 

:     33.0  ! 

!   36.il-  - 

:      30.8  . 

:    119.0  - 

22.0  ; 

25,^  . 

:     33.1  • 

3^.2  : 

:      39.7  " 

5.0  ; 

2.9  : 

:       2.9  . 

:       2.2  i 

2.1  ! 

1.7  : 

7.6  : 

3.3  : 

:       3.9  : 

2.5  : 

2.h  i 

Palm  kernels  

1.2  i 

■   7*6  ; 

*                                    «»  M  m'  4 

1.1  ! 

3"8  ; 

2.2  : 

11.8  : 

*                                     M  M  M  < 

3.0  ; 

3.2  : 

•                                     M  M  M  < 

1.1  ; 

1.1  i 

1.1  : 

^+.7  : 

a  < 

. ;       61.6  : 

69,8  ; 

87.3  ! 

78.7  1 

192.1  : 

93.7 

1/  Forecast. 


Source:    Central  Board  of  Oils  and  Oilseeds,  Government  of  Poland, 


Imports  soared  in  1957  chiefly  because  of  the  sharp  rise  in  purchases  of 
edible  oilseeds — mainly  soybeans.    An  Export-Import  Bank  loan  facilitating  the 
purchase  of  U.  S,  soybeans  was  a  major  factor.    Peanut  and  palm  kernel  imports  also 
increased  substantially. 

Of  the  industrial  oilseeds,  flaxseed  and  castor  bean  imports  showed  marked 
increases , 
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POLAMD^S  1958  MARGARINE  OUTPUT 
TO  REACH  NEW  PEAK 

Poland* s  margarine  output  in  1958  is  expected  to  be  a  record  35,000 
short  tons,  and  bring  the  3 -year  average  production  since  I956  to  30,000 
tons.    Annual  output  since  19^8,  according  to  the  Central  Board  of  Oils 
and  Oilseeds,  is  as  follows : 


Year  *     Production    *  *  Year  *  Production 


:  1,000  ::  :  1,000 

:  short  tons  : :  :  short  tons 

19^8  !  15.2             195^  ':  27.9 

19^9  :  20.8  ::    1955  :  30.8 

1950  :  21.2  ::    I956  :  32.1 

1951  :  27.8  ::    1957  :  25. 0 

1952  :  31.1  ::  1958  ( forecast) .. .:  35-3 

1953  :  27  A  ::  : 


Polish  margarine  is  produced  by  ^4-  plants.    One  in  Gdansk  produces 
not  only  half  the  total  margarine  outturn  but  also  half  the  country's 
annual  8,800-ton  production  of  vegetable  shortening  and  cooking  fats. 
Margarine  comprises  about  one-tenth  of  Poland's  consumption  of  fats  and 
oils,  estimated  at  31  "to  35  pounds  per  capita,  including  bacon,  fatback 
and  sowbelly.    Exclusive  of  these  animal  fats,  but  including  butter  and 
rendered  lard,  consumption  has  been  an  estimated  27  pounds  per  capita. 

Polish  margarine,  formerly  made  only  with  vegetable  oils  and  water, 
is  now  made  with  vegetable  oils  and  milk.    At  Gdansk,  about  two -thirds 
of  the  margarine  is  made  with  milk,  and  only  one -third  with  water.  The 
vegetable  oils  used- -approximately  3o  percent  of  margarine  content --are 
both  hydrogenated  ( 60  percent)  and  unhydrogenated  (^0  percent).  The 
Poles  are  now  using  about  ^0  percent  soybean  oil  in  their  margarine. 
Hydrogenated  U.S.  soybean  oil  is  further  refined  to  insure  no  more  than 
0.2  percent  free  fatty  acids  content.    Coconut  oil  (not  more  than  I5 
percent)  peanut,  cottonseed,  and  other  edible  vegetable  oils  and  fats 
are  also  used. 

Most  plant  equipment  is  old  and  of  the  batch  type.    Packing  machines 
are  Russian-made.    All  the  plants,  however,  have  adequate  testing  labora- 
tories.   Modern  British  machinery  patterned  after  the  U.S.  continuous 
internal  chilling  and  plasticizing  type  has  been  ordered  for  at  least 
one  plant. 

Cooling  and  refrigerating  facilities  for  margarine  are  generally 
lacking  in  plants,  trucks,  and  retail  stores.    Thus  distribution  is  limited. 
Each  of  the  k  margarine  plants  has  a  specific  retail  distribution  territory 
in  which  it  controls  retail  stocks.    Old  margarine  is  returned  to  the  fac- 
tory to  be  reworked.    Retail  distributing  is  done  by  truck,  usually  at 
night  to  cut  down  deterioration.    Retailed  margarine  is  wrapped  in  paper 
only. 
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imiA  ABOLISHES  EXPORT  DUTIES  ON  SESAME 
SEED  Airo  OIL,  PEAMJTS,  FLAXSEED 

On  July  9^  India  removed  the  export  duty  on  sesame  seed  oil,  sesame 
seed,  peanuts,  flaxseed,  niger  seed,  and  kardi  seed  (saf flower  seed). 
Duties  on  these  had  been:    Sesame  seed  oil--75  rupees  per  long  ton  (0.7 
cent  per  pound);  sesame  seed  and  kardi  seed--150  rupees  (l.^  cents);  pea- 
nuts--300  rupees  (2.8  cents);  niger  seed--50  rupees  (0.5  cent);  and 
flaxseed--25  rupees  (l3»l  cents  per  bushel).    The  export  duties  on  pea- 
nut oil  and  castor  oil  were  abolished  June  30  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  July  1^,  1958). 

ZEALAND  CONSIDERS  DIVERSIFICATION  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Economic  difficulties,  prospects  of  a  lower  guaranteed  butterfat 
price  to  producers,  and  disappointment  in  negotiations  regarding  the  mar- 
keting of  dairy  products  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  caused  New  Zealand 
farm  and  government  leaders  to  urge  more  diversification  in  agriculture. 

Dairy  farmers  have  been  asked  to  adopt  a  new  concept  of  land  use. 
They  have  been  advised  to  increase  meat  production  and  crops,  such  as 
wheat  and  sugar  beets,  to  supplement  their  dairying  income.    The  govern- 
ment had  already  called  on  dairy  farmers  to  produce  more  pigs. 

Farmers  are  being  urged  to  take  advantage  of  the  world  shortage  of 
beef  and  veal  and  make  every  effort  to  increase  exports  of  these  meats 
to  the  United  States  and  other  countries.    Much  of  the  land  now  devoted 
to  dairying  in  New  Zealand  is  considered  ideal  for  fat  lamb  production, 
and  the  possibility  of  increasing  exports  to  the  United  States,  particu- 
larly California,  is  being  emphasized, 

V/heat  production  also  is  being  encouraged.    Improved  seed  has  boos- 
ted wheat  yields  as  much  as  ^0  bushels  per  acre.    Some  agricultural 
leaders  believe  that  New  Zealand  should  consider  producing  all  the  wheat 
and  sugar  it  consumes.    Wheat  and  sugar  beets  are  grown  in  Britain  under 
climatic  conditions  similar  to  New  Zealand's,    Corn  is  also  being  planned 
as  a  major  crop  for  coastal  areas. 

Government  proposals  on  the  future  guaranteed  price  for  butter  are 
expected  to  be  announced  in  the  next  few  weeks.    Under  existing  legis- 
lation, the  basic  price  for  butter  of  $0.39  per  pound  and  the  guaran- 
teed price  to  farmers  of  $0.^+2  per  pound  for  butter  fat  can  be  reduced 
not  more  than  5  percent  in  any  one  year.    The  export  price  for  butter 
on  the  U.  K.  market  is  now  $0.27  per  pound,  with  the  United  Kingdom 
taking  about  85  percent  of  New  Zealand's  total  butter  exports.  This 
adverse  price  situation  abroad  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  Dairy  Reserve 
Fund  from  which  price-support  payments  have  been  made  are  forcing  the 
government  to  consider  legislation  for  price  reductions  of  more  than 
5  percent  and  to  propose  methods  for  paying  future  price  supports. 
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FI^IBLE  PRICING  POLICY  FOR 
COLOMBIAN  COFFEE  SALES 

Colombia's  National  Coffee  Growers*  Federation  has  adopted  a  flexiMe 
coffee -pricing  policy.    After  several  months  of  trying  to  maintain  a  fixed 
price  eq."uivalent  to  55  cents  a  pound  New  York  basis,  the  federation  now 
permits  exports  at  lower,  though  still  controlled,  prices.    Colomhian  cof- 
fees are  now  selling  at  52|-  cents  per  pound. 

Under  the  new  policy,  the  official  support  price  for  coffee  is  still 
55  cents,  but  will  vary  according  to  market  demand. 

For  the  coffee  year  ending  June  30,  Colomhia  escported  ^,960,895  hags 
(preliminary)  compared  with  ^,259; 000  in  the  coffee  year  1956-1957.  How- 
ever, Colombian  exports  for  the  quota  dates  of  the  Mexico  City  part, 
November  1,  1957,  to  Jvne  30,  I958,  were  2,952,000  bags  or  750,000  under 
the  assigned  quota  of  3; 737^171' 


WORUD  HIGH  OIL  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  1957 

World  exports  of  fish  oil  in  1957  totaled  185,000  short  tons,  a  decline 
of  over  10  percent  from  195^  "but  slightly  above  the  1950-5^  average. 

Smaller  shipments  from  the  United  States --the  world's  leading  fish 
oil  exporter- -accouQted  for  about  two -thirds  of  the  decline.    U.S.  fish 
oil  output  in  1957^  a-t  7^^^50  tons,  dropped  one-fourth  from  19^6;  and 
demand  abroad,  particularly  in  West  Gemany  and  the  Netherlands,  \ias  down. 

Shipments  of  fish  oils  from  Norway--the  second -largest  exporting 
nation --fell  I8  percent  from  last  year  "because  adverse  weather  reduced  the 
winter  and  spring  herring  catches. 

Dutch  exports  were  less  than  one-third  those  of  the  previous  year; 
but  imports  also  declined,  indicating  greater  use  of  domestically  produced 
oils. 

Angola's  record-breaking  exports  in  1957  vere  more  than  double  its 
1956  shipments.    West  Germany  is  Angola's  principal  market. 

The  Union  of  South  Africa's  fish  oil  exports  were  more  than  tid.ce 
those  of  1956;  "but  "below  those  of  1955'    Since  1953  the  Union  has  imposed 
limits  of  250,000  long  tons  each  on  the  catches  for  reduction  purposes 
of  Union  and  South  West  African  fishermen.    The  South  West  Africans 
easily  attain  the  quota  each  year,  but  the  Union  fishermen  have  not  yet 
reached  it.    The  catch  was  extremely  low  in  195^  because  of  difficulties 
in  locating  fish.    This  was  probably  the  reason  for  reduced  exports  that 
year. 
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FISH  OILS  (including  LIVER):    Exports  from  specified  countries  and 
estimated  world  total  averages  1935-39  a-^^  1950-5^, 

annual  1955-57 


Continent  and  country 
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1935-39 

• 

• 

;  1,000 

!  1,000 

'      1  nnn 
,  ±,UUU 

,  X,UUU 

,  ±,uuu 

[short  tons 

[short  tons 

^biiop  ii  bonb 

,bXlUX  0  UUlib 

• 

:  12.0 

!  11.6 

:  9.3 

n  0 

.  i.o 

1.2 

^2.2 

71.3 

71.3 

57.2 

:  13.2 

.      53.8  . 

_  oO.o 

oO  .5 

dO.2 

• 

•      2.5  ' 

.  2/  kX 

6.3  < 

1U.2  ! 

9.7  : 

9.8 

:       3.0  1 

-I  r- 

16.5  ; 

9.3  : 

14. 3 

2i4-.5 

19.6  ; 

16.3  ; 

21.3  : 

20.9 

.2 

'     1^.5  : 

5.4  ; 

9.1  : 

2.9 

.  38.0 

33.0  ; 

20.9  I 

k2,2  1 

35.3 

3.8  ; 

5.5  ; 

^.7  : 

4.2 

6.0 

h.o  : 

k.k  : 

3.8  : 

3.^ 

:      75.6  ; 

«3.2  ; 

100.1  : 

90. b 

•  i 

•  -7  i 

6.7  ; 

6.3  ; 

5.7  S 

13.^ 

.     35.0  : 

6.8 

10.2  . 

5.0  : 

3.5 

2.2 

8.9  ; 

13.3  ! 

5.^  : 

11. i+ 

.      37.9  . 

22.4 

29. b  ; 
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North  America: 

Canada  

United  States 


Europe : 
Denmark, 


Netherlands 


United  Kingdom, 


Other : 
Angola, 


World  total  5/  ;  135.0 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  Prewar  Germany.  3/  May  include  some  whale  oil.  4/  Not 
available.     5/  Includes  estimates  for  minor  exporting  countries. 


Compiled  from  official  and  other  sources. 


AUSTRALIA  RAISES  BUTTER 
AND  CHEESE  PRICES 

Australian  prices  of  butter  and  cheese  have  been  raised  1.86  and  .93  cents 
per  pound,  respectively,  at  the  factory  level.    The  increases  followed  the  annual 
review,  under  the  Dairy  Industry  Stabilization  Act,  of  the  farm  cost  to  produce 
milk  for  butter  and  cheese. 

As  the  Commonwealth  Government  did  not  increase  the  annual  $30-million  sub- 
sidy, prices  had  to  be  raised  so  that  dairy  farmers  could  get  more  for  milk. 
VJholesale  distributive  margins  are  unchanged,  so  retail  butter  and  cheese  prices 
are  expected  to  show  the  same  increases  as  the  factory-level  prices.    This  will  be 
determined,  however,  by  the  State  Prices  Commissioners  in  certain  states,  or  the 
free  market. 
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EGYPT  EXPORTS  MOPE 
COTTON  IN  1957-58 

Egypt  exported  1_,003,000  bales  of  cotton  (  500  poimds  gross)  during 
August-May  1957-58.    This  was  26  percent  more  than  793,000-bale  exports  in 
the  same  months  of  I956-57. 

Exports  increased  to  all  major  markets  except  Japan,  India,  Switzerland, 
Italy,  West  Germany,  and  Belgium.    The  U.S.S.R,  was  the  largest  purchaser. 
Communist  countries  continued  their  step -up  of  purchases  during  August -May, 
taking  6l6,000  hales,  or  61  percent  of  total  exports,  compared  with  i|28,000 
bales,  or  5^  percent  of  the  total,  a  year  earlier. 

Quantities  exported  to  principal  destinations  during  August-May  1957-58, 
with  comparable  195^-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    U.S.S.R.  228,000  bales 
(183,000) J  Czechoslovakia  121,000  (90,000);  Communist  China  97,000  (i+3,000); 
East  Germany  68,000  (^1,000);  Japan  67,000  (73,000);  United  States  61,000 
(32,000);  France  6o,000  (19,000);  Poland  ^^9,000  (39,000);  India  3^,000 
(38,000);  Austria  31,000  (13,000);  Switzerland  30,000  (30,000);  Yugoslavia 
29,000  (15,000);  Italy  28,000  (^8,000);  Spain  22,000  (if. 000);  Rumania  22,000 
(13,000);  Hungary  17,000  (3,000);  West  Germany  8,000  (3^,000);  and  Belgium 
7,000  (22,000). 

Use  of  discounts,  premiums  on  payments,  and  barter  transactions  to  effect 
sales  of  Egyptian  cotton  abroad  was  officially  stopped  on  December  31,  1957* 
And  in  February  1958,  the  Egyptian  pound  was  adopted  as  the  sole  basis  for 
dealing  in  Egypt's  foreign  cotton  trade.    The  purpose  was  to  establish  a 
more  competitive  and  uniform  price  abroad  for  Egyptian  cotton. 

However,  to  keep  cotton  moving,  Egypt  is  again  permitting  discounts, 
premiums,  and  barter.    Most  export  sales  of  Egyptian  cotton  are  now  on  this 
basis.    Discounts  range  from  20  to  25  percent,  depending  on  the  currency 
involved.    Recently,  some  countries  appear  to  have  received  larger  discounts 
on  certain  triangular  barter  arrangements.    On  March  26,  1958,  Egypt  reduced 
the  export  tax  on  all  cotton.    As  a  result,  the  tax  on  Ashmouni  cotton 
dropped  from  ^.02  cents  to  2,k0  cents  per  pound,  and  on  longer  staples  from 
7-99  cents  to  6.37  cents. 

The  fourth  and  final  official  estimate  of  Egypt's  1957-58  cotton  crop 
was  1,861,000  bales--up  25  percent  from  the  I956-57  crop  of  1,^^92,000  bales. 
Most  of  the  increase  was  in  the  extra -long  staple  Karnak  and  Menoufi  and  in 
long  staples  such  as  Ashmouni,  while  medium-long  staple  Giza  cotton  declined 
13  percent. 

Cotton  acreage  in  1957-58  was  1,888,000  acres,  compared  with  1,715,000 
acres  the  previous  season.    The  larger  acreage,  favorable  weather,  and  more 
effective  use  of  insecticides  all  contributed  to  the  increase  in  1957-58 
production.    The  1958-59  crop  is  said  to  be  coming  along  well.    No  official 
acreage  or  production  estimates  are  yet  available,  but  the  crop  may  be 
slightly  larger  than  in  1957-58. 
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Egypt *s  cotton  consumption  has  been  increasing  steadily;  37^,000 
bales  were  used  in  August-May  1957-58 •    In  recent  years  there  has  been 
more  use  of  extra-long  staple  varieties,  but  long-staple  Ashraouni  still 
accounts  for  about  60  percent  of  total  usage.    The  1957-58  (August- 
July)  consumption  figure  is  expected  to  be  about  ^+^5,000  bales,  against 
^+18,000  in  1956-57.     Cotton  stocks  on  May  3I,  I958,  were  an  estimated 
920,000  bales  (6U0,000  bales  a  year  earlier). 

The  sharp  downtrend  in  prices  starting  January  1957  continues. 
The  Alexandria  spot  quotation  for  Karnak  FG  on  June  11,  1958^  was  ^8.8l 
U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  57 •I8  cents  on  January  8,  and 
76.03  cents  on  January  2,  1957*    These  prices  do  not  include  export 
and  intermediate  taxes  of  ^.73    cents  per  pound  prior  to  August  31^  1957^ 
7.99  cents  prior  to  March  20,  1958 ^  and  6.37  cents  per  pound  since  March. 
C.i.f .  Europe  quotations  for  Karnak  FG  were  k'^,2h  cents  per  pound  on 
July  3^  1958,  53*90  cents  on  January  16,  and  83.38  cents  per  pound  on 
January  2k,  1957. 


SWirZERIAM)  IMPORTS  LESS 
COTTON:  CONSUMES  MORE 

Switzerland's  cotton  imports  from  August  1957  through  May  I958 
were  l80,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  or  21  per  cent  below  the  record 
high  of  227,000  in  August -]yfe,y  1956-57.    The  drop  is  attributed  mainly 
to  the  high  level  of  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  1957-58. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  were  cut  the  most,  from  50  per 
cent  of  total  imports  in  1956-57  "to  39  P^r  cent  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  1957-58.    Imports  from  Mexico  and  Egypt  were  slightly  lower 
than  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  from  principal  sources  during  August-May  1957-58,  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States  71^000 
bales  (113,000);  Peru  33,000  (33,000);  Mexico  28,000  (32,000);  and 
Egypt  26,000  (28,000). 

Swiss  cotton  consumption  rose  to  lJ4-9,000  bales  during  August-April 
1957-58,  compared  with  135,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  months  of 
1956-57.    The  higher  consumption  reflects  the  strong  domestic  demand 
for  cotton  textiles.    U.  S.  cotton  accounted  for  ^+5  percent  of  total 
consumption  this  season,  in  contrast  to  27  percent  in  August-April 
1956-57. 

Cotton  stocks  on  April  30,  1958,  were  estimated  at  1^+7,000  bales, 
down  6  percent  from  stocks  of  157,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 
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^ffiST  GERl^AJ'jy  IMPORTING  LESS 
BUTTER,  MORE  CHEESE 

West  Germany's  lover  Imports  of  butter  in  first  quarter  1958  reflected 
higher  domestic  output  and  sizable  previous  imports.    To  protect  domestic 
production,  the  government  has  issued  no  butter  import  tenders  since 
November  1,  1957*    Butter  clearing  customs  early  in  1958  came  in  under  the 
November  tender. 

Butter  imports  dropped  from  3^*8  million  pounds  in  January-J%rch  1957 
to  6.6  million  pounds  in  the  same  months  of  1958.    Major  suppliers  were 
Denmark  (2  million  pounds),  New  Zealand  (l.^  million  pounds),  Sweden  (l.l 
million  pounds)  and  Australia  (about  1  million  pounds).    To  aid  marketing 
of  current  domestic  production,  much  of  the  imported  butter  was  stored. 

Low  prices  for  surplus  Dutch  and  Danish  cheese  encouraged  V/est  German 
consumption,  and  importers  had  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  unusually 
heavy  purchases  from  those  countries. 
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